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Office Action Summary 


"GroupArt Unit 


— ZtTcov^ 

SyO . iigtnn from the mailing date 

Period for Reply dedi v IS SET TO EXPIRE ^ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PEBIOD FOR HEPLY IS SET 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

Ua tnf 


10RTENED STATUTORY PERIOD run - 

THIS COMMUNICATION. 136 (a). In no event, howler, may a rep* be tme* filed 

. ^«^^be availaWe UTKiert^ proviso of 37 CFR1.1^a, .^MftirtvMdayswWbeconskl^lime^ 

^^^^^ , . — » 

n This action is FINAL. forma) matters, prosecution as to m 

accordance^ the pract ^ ^ is/are pending in the appl^oa 

is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 
are subject to restriction or election 

requirement 



Disposition off Claims 

Vciaim(s) 

' Of the above claim(s) 

□ Claim® 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s> 

□ The drawing^) filed on - 

□ me speCcation is objected toby the 

□ lIordeciarationteobjectedtoby^eExarn-ner. 

PHority under 35 U.S.C S 1 « under 35 U.S.C • 1 1 • 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a dam 
D All □ Some* □ None of the: iments na ve been received. 

•Certified copies not received: 
Attachments) 


tachmentfe) w . pro-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ formation Disclosure Statements), PTC-1449, ape 

□ Notice of Refrence(s) Cited, PTC-«92 

Q Noti ce of Draftsperson, Patent Drawing Revew. PTC^8 


□ interview Summary, PTO-413 
D Notice of informal Patent Application, FTO-1* 

□ Oth r 


Office Action Summary 


pro-326 (Rev. HAW) 


Part of Paper No. 

•U.S. GPO: 200CM72-999/43204 



Page 2 


AppUcatio 
Art Unit: 1724 


ion/Control Number: 09/745,754 


DETAILED ACTION 


1. 


Election/Restriction 

„f the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
Restriction to one of the following 

fit TERING SYSTEM, classified in class ziu. 
i C laim S l-32and88-89,drawntoaFlLTERINO 


SUbClaSS ' METHOD OF FILTERING WORKING 

IL claims 33-56 and 92-93, drawn to a METHOD OFF 

FLUID, classified in class 210, subclass 767. 

, t aC ENTRIFUGE,clas S ifiedinclas S 210,subclass360.1. 
in Claims 57-87, drawn to a CEWRl^u 

„• tinct eachfromtheotherbecauseofthefollowingreasons: 
o The inventions are distinct, eacn iroi 

„ thateitheI (mhe process as dtod- 
<. distinct if it can be shown that either. U j P 
pI ac t ice. The invenuons are *««* _ ^ ^ 

• n jiff PrP nt anoaratus or by hand, or (i) mc 

-TIC— 

of the subcombination as claimed ior p 
aoesnotrequiretheparticularsofthes 

, 4-'i'tv hv itself or in other combinations (MFbr § 
subcombination has utility by itselt 


ication/Control Number: 09/745,754 


Page 3 


Applicat 
Art Unit: 1724 

, f „ as daitned does no, retire the p— of the sub—on as 
case, the combmatton as ctame ^nrfor. 

,. d because for example, the combination does no, appear torec.te 
Canned because, ^ rf dements 

rlenendent claim 9/, or me ^ 
of elements corresponding to depende ^ 

k , - ,72 4 73 The subcombination has separate utility both by its 
representedb yclaims 72&7 • ^^^t****** 

combinations, as centrifuges are used to separat 


liquid/liquid separations. 


4. 


Because these inventions are 


distinct for the reasons given 


above and have acquired a 


separate status in the art as 


shown by their different 


classification, restriction for examination 


purp0S es as indrcated is proper. ^ ^ ^ — ^ 

required for Groups I & ffl, restriction 


for Group II is not 


is proper. 

1 • o ,wrtprt to the followin 
6 . This application contains claims directed 


claimed invention: 


ingpatentably distinct species of the 



, , ■ ,s U S C 1=21 to elect a single disclosed species for 
^licantrsrequrredunderSSU,,. 


prosecution on the merits to 


which the claims shall be resl 


to 


be allowable. Currently, none 


of the claims appear to be generic. 
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«t «.Kt include an identification of the 
^Uca* is advised ,ha, a reply . «* mUSl^ 

ta j a listing of all claims readable thereon, 
• that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing 
species that is elected ^ ^ ^ ^ 

• • considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

— — — — — 

a ^HSC 103(a) of the other invention. 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. ) 


U43) 

o ADolicant is reminded that upon me c 

,. wit „ 37 CFR1 48(b) if one or more of the currently 
amended in compliance with 37 CtKi.^V ) 

■ t nf at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least 


inventorship must be 
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amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 


9. It is noted that Applicants have submitted a copy of a European Search Report in their 
latest IDS. It is further noted that several "X" references have been cited. In order to facilitate 
more expeditious examination of this application, it is requested that Applicants submit a copy of 
the claims which were under consideration at that time, and identify which claims in the present 
application correspond to those claims. Additionally, Applicants are requested to specify whether 
amendments to those claims have been made to define over the cited "X" references. Applicants' 
cooperation in this regard would be greatly appreciated. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Popovics whose telephone number is (703) 308-0684. 


Information Disclosure Statement 


RJP 

September 21, 2002 



